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THE ABACUS AID TEACHING 
ARITHMETIC 


RALPH RICKARD 


THE TIME the first organized at- 
tempts educate the blind, the teaching 
mathematics has proved one the 
most formidable challenges faced workers 
this field. There appears consider- 
able agreement upon general instructional 
objectives, but radical differences opinion 
exist concerning the methods which will best 
achieve these objectives. The range pres- 
ent-day teaching methodology extends from 
the mental school thought the so-called 
pencil and paper school. The latter view- 
point its most extreme form was expressed 
before the American Asso- 
ciation Instructors the Blind. She stated 


Ralph Rickard, dean boys the California School 
for the Blind, now completing his work for the Doc- 


tor’s Degree educational psychology the University 


California. has previously received general sec- 
ondary teaching credential well his degree 
from the same His teaching experience in- 


classes general science, remedial arithmetic, and 


that teaching arithmetic the blind the 
methods used and the results desired should 
identical with those for the seeing child. 
The use type slates made possible for 
her teach blind children solve multipli- 
cation and division problems the same way 
with pencil and paper. 

There are least four different variations 
the arithmetic type slate. Two these 
employ artificial number codes which must 
memorized before they can employed. 
The others make use either braille 
raised print numerals eliminate the neces- 
sity learning special number code. How- 
ever, the final analysis becomes apparent 
that even the raised print numerals must 
learned separately most totally blind 
pupils. 

There much controversy over the ques- 
tion superiority among those preferring 
different forms arithmetic slates. Most 
the experimental comparisons this sub- 
ject have produced evidence which can 
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regarded only inconclusive. Many teachers 
have abandoned arithmetic slates entirely and 
are substituting standard braille writing 
slates. The mechanical difficulties involved 
the use braille slates for this purpose 
are obvious. Nevertheless, they are considered 
improvement when compared with the 
type slates which preceded their adoption. 

1944 Samuel Hayes? pointed out the 
relatively low level achievement displayed 
the pupils thirteen schools for the blind. 
stated that arithmetic had nearly always 
ranked lowest among the ten tests the 
Stanford Achievement Series which had been 
administered. The serious implications 
these findings were described Hayes 
the following manner: 


Various schools which have given tests 
year after year have shown themselves 
able overcome weaknesses many 
subjects through better instruction moti- 
vation, but these same schools the curve 
continues drop suddenly downward for 
the scores arithmetic computation. 


Why blind students group rank 
lower arithmetic than other subjects 
when compared with the achievement norms 
the sighted? not probable that un- 
suitable teaching procedures and impractical 
mathematical aids are the crucial factors 
this problem? not fact that, regardless 
the method employed, blind 
ticians are still need convenient re- 
cording reduce the burden 
memory work which interferes with the 
process computation? 

Since the year 1912 slates have not been 
general use the California School for the 
Blind. Dr. Newel Perry, now Emeritus Direc- 
tor Advanced Studies, abolished the use 
these slates the time held the position 
head teacher the blind. considered 
such slates clumsy, burdensome, and 
totally unnecessary. Dr. Perry had recently 
received the degree Doctor Philosophy 


mathematics from the University 
Munich, Germany. His wide 
experience mathematical calculations had 
convinced him that mathematical operations 
can most easily and effectively mastered 
blind children when presented the form 
mental arithmetic. Great weight added 
Dr. Perry’s opinion because has 
totally blind since his eighth year. 

Doubtless, the criticism will advanced 
that such method might place too great 
strain the pupil’s memory. Dr. 
after fifty years experience drilling both 
blind and sighted pupils mental processes 
calculation strongly the opinion that 
such fear groundless, and that felt 
only persons who have never themselves 
acquired skill mental calculations, 
has observed that adapted form the 
abacus affords greater speed producing 
record which can efficiently read the 
blind pupil’s fingers. Thus, the pupil can 
refer his last results any point his 
calculations. Dr. Perry’s opinion that 
this device effectively does away with much 
the memory strain. 

During the past year pupils and teachers 
the California School for the Blind have 
been considering various forms the abacus 
possible aids the teaching arithmetic. 
series working models has been de- 
signed and built Ralph Rickard and 
Howard Tarry, close cooperation with 
the Department Educational Psychology 
the University California. exhaustive 
study the literature this subject has 
been made effort profit from the 
contributions many races which over 
period centuries have perfected this 
lating device. Even today the abacus holds 
important position competition with 
modern adding and calculating 
Its operation quite simple, very rapid, and 
largely tactual. Only slight structural modé 
fications are necessary equip for the 


the blind. 
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important part the history math- 
ematics concerned with the development 
mechanical aids for numerical notation 
and calculation. The first aids this type 
were small objects such shells, pebbles 
and sticks. These were used loosely repre- 
units quantity, and groups 
collections units. Knotted cords and 
notched sticks also have been popular re- 
cording this way man began 
utilize the counting tools nature coping 
with his mathematical needs. soon dis- 
covered that the most convenient these 
counting tools were the fingers his hands. 
Finger counting and finger notation are 
highly developed arts which still play 
active role modern business centers, 
well the more primitive societies. 

The ten fingers possessed pair 
human hands may well have been the stim- 
ulus for the centuries mathematical prog- 
ress which resulted the modern abacus 
and the decimal system. The powers 
are presented mechanically the abacus and 
symbolically the decimal system. 
has illustrated what believes the 
evolutionary process which began with the 
hands man and ended with the abacus 
which now used China. not only 
connects hand symbols with the abacus, but 
also presents the latter the parent modern 
calculating machines. 

The time and place origin the abacus 


are not definitely known; however, most 


writers the subject tend agree most 
respects with the views 
believes the abacus invention the 
Semitic races, which was adopted very 
early times the people India. From 
India its use spread westward into the coun- 
tries Europe, and eastward into China 
and Japan. 

The earliest form abacus described 
board covered with fine sand 
dust. This surface was ruled into columns 
upon which numbers could marked 
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symbolic strokes objects. time passed, 
many changes were made the structural 
design this counting board. Waxed sur- 
faces replaced the sand and dust. Counting 
boards with permanently ruled grooved 
columns were found superior the waxed 
boards. Barnard® gives detailed account 
these boards and the casting counters which 
were used with them. 

The modern forms the abacus consist 
frames which are mounted variable 
numbers parallel rods wires. The beads 
counters are mounted these rods and 
can easily moved along them the posi- 
tions desired. Each rod with its sliding count- 
ers represents one place the decimal system. 
The greater the number rods frame, 
the greater will its number possible 
decimal places. Thus, the symbolic abstrac- 
tions the decimal system are mechanically 
reproduced manner which not only 
simple structure but also numericafly con- 
crete. 

The abacus still being used large 
percentage the world’s population. From 
its stronghold the continent Asia the 
abacus has been introduced into the cultures 
many other lands. China known 
swan-pan, Japan soroban, India 
Suinbon, and Russia All 
these differ somewhat structural design 
and method operation, but fundamentally 
they are the same instrument. 

many elementary schools simple bead 
frame used aid teaching children 
count. This device closely resembles the 
Russian form abacus. Upon each parallel 
wire the frame are mounted ten sliding 
beads. The frame may placed that the 
wires are either vertical horizontal 
position. the position vertical, the wire 
farthest the right represents ones; the 
next tens; and then hundreds, etc. their 
position horizontal, the wire the bottom 
the frame represents the ones’ units’ 
place. The value each bead determined 
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the relative position its wire the 
frame. 

The modern Chinese abacus more 
efficient computing device than the bead 
frame just described. Instead ten beads 
each parallel wire, the swan-pan has but 
seven. These seven counters are divided into 
two groups horizontal strip which cuts 
the frame into two unequal compartments. 
Arthur’ explains that the wider compartment 
contains five counters which represent the 
digits fingers hand. The two beads 
the narrow compartment symbolize pair 
hands. Each hand-bead has five times the 
value digit-bead. Beads are counted only 
when they have been moved against the 
horizontal strip. 

The swan-pan replaced the bamboo tallies 
rods the ancient Chinese during the 
fourteenth century. About three centuries 
later was introduced into Japan and called 
the soroban. Since that time the Japanese 
have made several structural changes the 
design the swan-pan. They bevelled the 
beads and placed them more closely together. 
Also one the two upper beads was eli- 
minated. There some evidence indicate 
that recently the soroban has lost one its 
five This reduces the number 
beads each vertical rod one above 
and four below the horizontal crosspiece. 

the present time there considerable 
controversy over the true mathematical worth 
the structural changes which have been 
made the abacus the Japanese. Chinese 
mathematicians have pointed out that chang- 
ing the shape the beads and decreasing 
the space between them interferes with speed 
and accuracy computation. Arthur® be- 
lieves that the elimination one the two 
beads the upper compartment step 
advance the Chinese. finds use 
for the second counter strictly decimal 
operation. The same observation made 
concerning the lowest row digit-beads. 
However, study Chinese works the 


subject discloses the fact that many their 
calculations are not decimal nature. There. 
fore, would seem that the structural design 
the abacus determined the functions 
which expected perform. 

The structural adaptation the abacus 
for the use the blind primarily 
lem frictional adjustment. order that 
the freely sliding counters the abacus may 
manipulated efficiently blind operators, 
means must found which the 
tional resistance against them can 
creased. Without the aid sight, accepted 
fingering techniques are impractical guides 
when employed with beads that are easily 
displaced. The blind operator must depend 
entirely upon tactual process developing 
his skill. Therefore, the counters must 
stabilized sufficiently resist the dislocating 
effects direct tactual contact. 

The teachers the California School for 
the Blind agree that definite improvement 
can made upon the principle the sliding 
counter. Each counter may replaced 
lever which rotates upon horizontal bar. 
The operation lever abacus much 
simpler process than that required operate 
the bead abacus. The top each lever 
beveled facilitate rapid detection and ma- 
nipulation. The levers are moved into posi- 
tion pressing against their pointed ends 
with the fingers. Their position stabilized 
friction between the levers and the 
zontal bars upon which they are mounted. 

Dr. French, superintendent the 
California School, has approved plan for 
the construction lever-type abacus 
sufficient quantity permit experimental use 
various classroom situations. Each abacus 
will possess nine decimal places with slid- 
ing decimal point attached the frame. 
Also, has been recommended that some 
means should provided which one 
section can supplemented the addition 
other sections whenever necessary. This 
provision will much assistance 


emat 


func 


plex 
the 
stimu 
will 
emati 
the 
are 
cient 
the 
calcu 
the 
from 
its 
mod 
t 
1 
d 
1 
a 


that 
tors, 

in- 
pted 
asily 
ping 


for 
nent 
ding 
bar. 
nuch 
erate 
ma- 
posi- 
ends 
lized 
hori- 
nted. 
the 
for 
use 
bacus 
slid- 
rame. 
some 
one 
This 


com- 


plex computational processes. hoped that 
the use these experimental models will 
suggestions and criticism which 
will value for improving their math- 
ematical usefulness the blind. 

Considerable data has been collected 
illustrate how the abacus may adapted 
the various methods computation which 
are now being taught the blind. be- 
lieved that this instrument capable 
their mathematical needs 
ciently pencil and paper serve those 
the sighted. mechanical aid should 
promote the ability carry out numerical 
calculations more rapidly and accurately. 
mathematical aid relieves the mind 
the memory work which tends distract 
from the computational process. However, 
its operation not automatic are the 
modern adding and calculating machines. 
Therefore, its instructional values and math- 
ematical potentialities are not limited 
existing differences teaching methods. Its 
functional possibilities should limited only 
the mathematical knowledge and ability 
the person who operates it. 
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HOMER CHIOS 


ROY HAYES 


Linnets sang the long warm days 

And Chios’ roads June; 
Tall grasses murmured the mountain ways 
And almond-fragrance filled the sultry noon. 
With bread and olives his scrip, and wine, 
waited the bustling quays for ships— 
Corinthian, Egyptian, Levantine— 

bring, perhaps, tale warlike trips, 

Aphrodite’s latest passions. 

Troy’s epic and the Odyssey. were old; 

Here might news new heroic fashions; 
From sailor’s talk new epics might-unfold. 
And dusk left the road town 

heavy-scented night came down. 


Star-cool was night that sea-girt isle 

When plucked his lyre Iliad’s rhythmic 

Then Troy was brought Chios for while 

And youth made love while young and old 
drank wine. 

Then one one they crept away sleep, 

And hour the dew began fall. 

Before dawn ang linnets’ first cheep 

Old Homer woke and groped along the wall 

And, finding the door, let chill air 

That smelled ships and the sea and high 
hills; 

And when knew that the dawn was near 

turned his dead gaze where morning 
spills 

Its first warmth far seas whence ships 
come, 

And over craggy Chios rose the Sun. 


Reprinted from The New Beacon with the kind permis- 
sion the author and original publisher. 
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THE PARTIALLY SEEING CHILD 
SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 


ELIZABETH LENNON 


Tue that the partially seeing child 
does not need school for the blind; 
that does not need learn read braille. 
But visitors such schools are usually very 
much surprised the many children they 
find there who have some vision. Actually, 
only three percent those classed legally 
blind (persons with visual acuity 20/200 
less the better eye after correction with 
limitation field less that twenty de- 
grees) really cannot see all. Others, 
course, have only light movement percep- 
tion. However, many classed legally blind, 
can see quite well—either because their acuity 
at, near, the maximum because they 
have greater acuity than 20/200 but with 
limitation field. 

Also, there probably not one residential 
school for the blind the country that does 
not have enrolled some children who are 
partially seeing and whose condition does not 
come within the definition blindness. 
Among the criteria which set 
bases for admission, find such statements 
these: “where loss progressive,” “needing 
the type training which the school pro- 
“where vision too defective 
profit education the public 
which make possible for non-blind children 
gain entrance. few schools have changed 
their requirements order admit sight- 
saving pupils. 

The replies questionnaire sent super- 


Elizabeth Lennon teacher the intermediate 
grades the Indiana School for the Blind. 


intendents schools for the blind 
ber, 1945, the American Printing House for 
the Blind, show that the forty-eight schools 
reporting, with total enrollment 4696 
pupils, had 1271 pupils who could make use 
sight-saving materials, these were 
able. This number represents twenty-seven 
percent the total school population 
ported. the White House Conference 
1933, forty-four schools reported sixteen per- 
cent their enrollment having enough 
vision read ink-print, and additional 
23.4 percent having less vision but 
than merely light color perception. the 
Minnesota Braille and Sight-saving School, 
forty-five percent the pupils use sight-saving 
materials. Obviously, because these figures 
were gathered different times and under 
varying circumstances, they are not exact 
agreement, but they point out the extent 
the problem. 

The question usually asked those who 
notice many seeing children school for 
the blind “what are they doing there?” 
They have come the institution for variety 
reasons. some cases, the ophthalmologist 
has made prognosis future blindness, and 
felt that, since the child will live the 
life blind person, should receive, 
gardless the amount vision now 
sesses, the same education that blind child 
receives. the first place, very often 
prognoses are not realized and the 
improves rather than diminishes. 
more, the emotional havoc which such pre 
cedure works child tremendous. The 
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youngster, though may told com- 
petent doctors that, due time, will 
blind, will rarely accept the fact and willing 
prepare for that future state. Rather, 
resents both the idea and any attempts force 
him. can see and wants use 
his eyes. Unless strictly forbidden the 
order gain many visual images possi- 
ble. These will far more value him 
later life, should actually become blind, 
than any tactile impressions might have 
gathered. Braille not difficult master. 
the person has learned read after sight 
really gone, will want this new skill 
order continue his enjoyment books, and 
this motivation will make the teaching task 
much easier one. However, there are many 
educators the blind, well normal 
children, who believe very definitely that 
this group belongs school for the blind. 

That they may receive good ophthalmologi- 
cal care another reason why children with 
considerable vision are sometimes sent 
schools for the blind. glance the provi- 
sions which these institutions make for such 
services will show that, for the most part, 
they are inadequate. Some provide such 
care; others supply only voluntary 
basis; still others, routine check-up 
made one more times year treatment 
given when needed—that is, when acute 
condition arises. Such drastic readjustment 
the child’s educational program can 
avoided even where the school does provide 
good ophthalmological since similar 
treatment can usually obtained from local 
eye physicians, from travelling eye clinics 
the out-patient departments hospitals 
conducted connection with state medical 
schools. When child very isolated area 
needs concentrated eye care and the state 
school can provide it, there would some 
justification for sending him there for short 
period time but certainly not perma- 
arrangement. 


Another large group partially seeing 
children who find their way the school for 
the blind from rural areas and even cities 
where sight-saving class provided; who 
have failed get along the regular classes. 
Children with normal, superior, intelligence 
can often adjust, spite poor vision, 
the work the regular grade. Even they 
need some extra help, they are not discipline 
problems, teachers will make effort give 
them special materials and other aids. There- 
fore, those this group who reach the resi- 
dential school are, for the most part, either 
the slow learners the behavior problems. 
Teachers schools for the blind are not 
workers miracles. The slow learners and 
discipline problems the public schools 
will remain slow learners and discipline prob- 
lems the state institution. efforts are 
made teach either group braille, their prob- 
lems will augmented. will just another 
unconquerable hurdle added their many 
other frustrations. they learn read 
it, will doubt with the eyes, and this 
more strain than reading fine print. 
Therefore, the only excuse for sending them 
the school invalidated. addition, the 
unnaturalness group living institu- 
tion, with its necessary limitations individ- 
ual freedom, not easy adjustment situa- 
tion for any child, but, for one who has had 
difficulty acclimating himself public 
school situation, these new restraints will 
especially unacceptable. The child being 
unfairly penalized because the educational 
system has not made adequate provision for 
him. 

With little planning, study and thought 
the part the teacher the regular grade 
the public school, the partially seeing child 
could cared for there much more satisfac- 
torily. Attention the teacher seating him 
near the blackboard good light, the use 
large type books and suitable writing ma- 
terials, the elimination the 
reading and written work, and the alterna- 
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tion short periods eye work with times 
for eye rest would much enable the 
pupil with impaired vision stay his own 
home and obtain his education his own 
community. 

Then, again, are told that partially see- 
ing child should school for the blind 
for vocational training. This false reason- 
ing two counts. First, the vocations for 
which training given these schools are for 
blind people and certainly not for those who 
have vision which they should conserve. 
While chair-caning, broom-making, sewing, 
knitting and the like, can done persons 
without sight, those who have vision will use 
spite every effort made the in- 
structor have them rely 
Second, the majority residential schools 
have been woefully lax keeping the courses 
taught their vocational 
tuned modern industrial trends and, ex- 


-cept basis for placement sheltered 


workshop, the training offered will little 
facilitate the vocational adjustment even 
those who are totally blind, and certainly not 
those with vision. 

Still others with partial sight are admitted 
the state schools the assumption that 
they will better adjust their handicap there. 
hard understand how child could 
expected become any better adjusted 
low vision environment where many 
are totally blind than would group 
which eventually must work and live— 
that those with normal sight his home 
community. 

small, and possibly the least excusable 
group partially seeing children whom 
find school for the blind composed 
those who, either because their de- 
pendent status because some abnormal 
condition their homes, have come under the 
care the welfare department their com- 
munity. true that the finding good 


-foster homes for normal children has become 


real problem recent years, and even 


more difficult find homes for those with 
handicaps. But these children, already bur- 
dened sense insecurity because their 
handicaps, need the feeling belonging and 
being wanted which only small family 
group and never even the very best institu- 
tions, try they may, can give. Every possible 
effort ought made, either recondition 
the child’s own home that can remain 
it, find good foster home, before 
placement school for the blind effected. 

Some educators the blind see objec- 
tion, will admit none, allowing the 
partially seeing enter their schools. They 
even advocate accepting such pupils the 
grounds that their enrollment has declined 
recent years, and that the empty 
beds might just well filled children 
with partial vision. other words, order 
perpetuate their institutions, they propose 
take into them children who might, with not 
too much effort and much less expense, 
more adequately educated without the added 
handicap being taken away from their 
own homes. 


Others admit them the theory that 


good for the blind have partially seeing 
children the school since association with 
them will help the former learn better how 
adjust the sighted world. sure, 
very convenient for the blind have 
hand persons other than their teachers and 
housemothers read letters, radio programs, 
comics and the like, and take them places. 
However, causes them become very de- 
pendent their partially seeing associates. 
Whether aids their future adjustment 
doubtful, and any such advantage gained 
the expense the vision and the personality 
the partially seeing child. 

The only valid excuse for allowing 
school for the blind children who have enough 
vision permit them work later see- 
ing people the failure the state pro- 
vide adequate education for them 
their home communities. These children 
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are sighted, not blind, and the education 
the two groups very different. The blind 
use touch, the seeing use vision. 

Most states are working toward least 
thinking about the establishment special 
classes communities all sizes. However, 
while are waiting for this objective 
realized, still have present and demanding 
our attention schools for the blind both the 
partially seeing children and those who are 
legally blind but with sufficient vision 
able read large print. How best provide 
for this group has been serious problem 
thinking teachers and superintendents the 
field recent years. 

While this problem the partially seeing 
schools for the blind has existed for 
long time, the attention recently focused 
undoubtedly has been brought about 
two factors. Schools general, their teach- 
ing, have been putting much less emphasis 
subject matter such and more meet- 
ing the needs and differences the individual 
child. Then, too, now know from ophthal- 
mologists that proper use one’s vision will 
sometimes improve it, and that lack use 
may decrease it. This was not fully realized 
two decades ago. 

Sight the most important all the senses. 
Many more impressions are carried the 
brain this sense than all the others put 
together. Therefore, natural that any- 
one with vision should want use it. Unless 
the ophthalmologist strictly forbids it, what- 
ever vision child has can and should used 
his education. 

Schools and teachers for the blind, who fail 
recognize this duty, are failing give 
their students the kind education 
which, the basis our present-day edu- 
cational and psychological knowledge, they 
are entitled. This knowledge makes im- 
perative recognize individual needs and 
differences. child who sees will resent 
learning touch. acquires any skill 
braille, will usually have been under 
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pressure, and reading will probably done 
with the eyes. When grows up, the child 
who can see will need and expected 
read some print. knows only braille, 
will indeed handicapped. 

print reader should very individual 
matter. There should set limits for 
eligibility either group—the decision should 
depend upon the recommendations and prog- 
nosis the ophthalmologist, and the judg- 
ment teachers and parents. educational 
program planned with full knowledge 
existing eye conditions good mental 
hygiene, and, the same time, almost 
necessity for the child from the social point 
view. 

The responsibility the school for the 
blind toward those its pupils who have 
useful vision has not yet received nearly 
enough attention. Twenty schools have estab- 
lished classes for pupils with sufficient vision 
read print, although they are referred 
various names—visual aid, useful vision 
low vision classes. These are carried 
variety ways. some instances there are 
segregated groups; the pupils who use visual 
methods being taught separately from those 
who use braille. Other classes 
cooperative basis; work involving reading 
and writing being done the sight-saving 
room and other subjects being taken the 
regular classes along with the blind pupils. 
According another plan, children the 
primary grades who have vision the 
sight-saving teacher for reading and writing, 
for all subjects, and then, when they enter 
the fourth grade, with the braille 
students the regular grades for all work, 
but continue use visual materials and 
methods. Although some other schools have 
instituted formal sight-saving program, 
suitable texts large type can obtained, 
students who are able are permitted 
use them instead the braille books and 
their written work print. However, there 
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are still some superintendents and some 
teachers who refuse recognize tackle 
the problem and who will permit only braille 
methods their schools and classes. 

One factor that doubtless responsible 
for the hesitation many schools take 
this work the scarcity Clear Type ma- 
terials, especially the upper elementary 
grades and the high school. Help this 
direction has been promised the American 
Printing House for the Blind. the conven- 
tion the American Association Instruc- 
tors the Blind held Perkins Institution 
June, 1946, Ellis, former Printing 
House superintendent, made the following 
statement: “The executive committee the 
American Printing House for the Blind has 
authorized the Superintendent purchase 
equipment and make all necessary arrange- 
ments for publishing such sight saving ma- 
terials may approved the Board 
Trustees, and the press has been delivered.” 
The subsequent illness and death Mr. 
Ellis has somewhat retarded this program, 
but promises not too remote source 
large type books, which will also available 
braille. 

the meantime, the problem can met 
partially copying materials the bulletin 
typewriter, reading aloud students, 
using materials available the Talking 
Book, the radio, films, transcriptions and the 
phonograph. Also, the child grows older, 
the mechanics reading become better estab- 
lished and the sight vocabulary grows larger 
that smaller print can more easily read, 
even the partially seeing child. The alert 
teacher will find among regular reading 
materials many books dark fourteen- 
twelve-point type which her pupils can read 
with ease. 

Another factor which has stood the way 
the recognition schools for the blind 
their obligation the partially seeing child 
that although their teachers have been 
trained methods instructing the blind 


they know very little about the education 
children with partial vision. However, there 
are numerous sources from which such 
knowledge can obtained. Many colleges 
and universities now offer summer courses 
sight-saving methods. Teachers schools for 


the blind can contact teachers sight-saving 


classes nearby cities, getting 
mation they can and visiting the classes when- 
ever possible. The supervisor such classes, 
special education, can great assist- 
ance. The National Society for the Prevention 
Blindness fruitful source material 
this subject. Any teacher anxious so, 
can find some help this area. 


Many teachers the blind have tended, 


their teaching, stick too closely text- 
book methods, making little allowance for 
individual differences, and hence have not 
been bothered the problem. But, Dr. 
Berthold Lowenfeld says, “Unless they are 
bothered the problem, they will bothered 
problem children.” Teachers this area 
must aware that concreteness the out- 
standing postulate the modern philosophy 
the education the blind, and that indi- 
vidual needs must met teaching 
adequate. 

Some superintendents have been reluctant 
institute useful vision program their 
schools the ground that would attract 
the institution more partially seeing pupils 
than could possibly cared for adequately. 
This situation could met more careful 
case study each applicant and the accept- 
ance his application only there 
alternative means providing educational 
program for that particular child, the 
child would receive some special benefit 
from attendance the school. each case, 
all other possibilities should thoroughly 
surveyed before the child accepted. 

conclusion, the following recommenda- 
tions, carried out, might help improve 
the hitherto unsatisfactory educational pro- 
gram, for many partially seeing children: 


anc 
age 
stat 
the 
suc 
his 
sch 
sho 
par 
ers 
sho 
but 
enc 
onl 
per 
abi 
the 
pla 


The establishment, each state where 
not already existence, some agency 
supervise the education partially seeing 
and blind children within that state. This 
agency would work cooperatively with the 
state school for the blind, sight-saving classes 
local communities, and the public schools, 
that after careful case study each child, 
educational program could worked out 
which would best fit his individual needs. 

When admission state school for 
the blind arranged for partially seeing 
child, regarded only temporary, until 
such time special class established 
his home community, special materials and 
equipment are available his local school. 

Visual eligibility requirements both 
schools for the blind and sight-saving classes 
carefully studied determine where these 
should set place the child with 
partial vision where will most ade- 
quately cared for. 

Efforts made schools for the blind 
provide more adequate 
ophthalmological care, not only that teach- 
ers and other staff members may know exactly 
how much, and what type of, use each child 
should make: his eyes, derive the 
most benefit from his sight with the least risk, 
but also that all possible steps may taken 
improve vision and thus expedite the return 
the child the public schools. 

Teachers schools for the blind 
more alert meet the challenge the un- 
ending array individual differences, not 
only mental ability, emotional 
educational background, physical health and 
personality development, but also visual 
ability which their pupils present. addition 
providing for individual differences among 
their pupils other abilities, teachers must 
plan their activities that each child 
trained the use his eyes order that 
may derive full value from whatever sight 
possesses. 
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The American-Oriental Friendship Asso- 
ciation, Inc., announces the publication 
new magazine, America Calling, sometime 
early 1948. This will supplement their 
present publication, Asia Calling. hoped 
that the two magazines will constitute 
bridge across the gap between “children and 
youth unable communicate because lan- 
guage barriers.” Mrs. Saunders, editor 
Asia Calling, writes, “Exchange ideas be- 
tween Occidental and Oriental children has 
been limited chiefly the past those for- 
tunate persons who had some adult friend 
act intermediary and translator. Asia 
ing and America Calling provide the trans- 
lation which needed order have nine- 
to-fifteen year olds share their ideas about 
hobbies, sports, religion, music, art, literature 
and life. 

strictly non-profit organization, the Am- 
erican-Oriental Friendship Association, Inc., 
entirely dependent the gifts 
scriptions friends the Orient. All articles 
and illustrations for Asia Calling are con- 
tributed; writers and artists get only “the fun 
and the glory”. The subscription price for 

(ten issues) $2.00. 


INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 


The International Council for Exceptional 
Children, which composed educators and 
social workers interested the problems 
the handicapped child, will hold its Twenty- 
fourth Annual Convention Des Moines, 
Iowa, from April 25-28, 1948. 

Convention headquarters will Hotel 
Fort Des Moines. Individuals interested at- 
tending this convention should make their 
reservations early writing to: Mrs. Betty 
Whitford, 629 Third Street, Des Moines, 


Iowa. 
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CONSISTENCY WORLD USE BRAILLE 


ADVANI 


Sir Clutha Mackenzie’s “Same Sound, Same 
articles the October and November, 1946 issues the 
Outlook have aroused some controversy. Herewith, 
publish article Mr. Advani, founder and for 
the past twenty-five years head the School for the Blind 
Karachi, Pakistan. Mr. Advani assisted preparing 
uniform code for his native province, Sindhi; and served 
the committee which laid down the principles for the 
devising uniform braille code for India, well 
the committee experts which actually devised the 
code. 


can attained? 


Sir Clutha Mackenzie discussed this ques- 
tion the October and November, 1946 
issues the Outlook for the Blind. tells 
that consistency the world use braille 
should consist the adoption the “same 
sound, same sign” principle, and that has 
both for modern languages and for classical 
Greek and Latin. The whole North and 
South America, through the medium Eng- 
lish, French, Spanish and Portugese brailles, 
follow suit. 

English character, “who are notoriously 
lazy learning second language”? Sir 
Clutha Mackenzie has done great lot 
work the organization blind welfare 
and has travelled widely and therefore 
authority these subjects. Where speaks 
India does with the consciousness 
the fact that was Officer Special 
Duty (Blindness) with the Government 
India for five years well the Founder 
and Director the St. Dunstan’s Hostel for 
the Indian War-blinded. Yet facts must 
faced. 


Braille was invented young French- 


man who arranged the sixty-three signs ob- 
tained combinations six dots five 
lines ten each and two lines six and 
seven respectively. The first five lines are 
arranged vertical symmetry, that the 
last four are obtained from the first simple 
additions and alterations. then assigned 
the twenty-five letters the Roman alphabet 
used for French the first twenty-five 
signs does not occur French) and as- 
signed other letters the French alphabet, 
obtained placing diacritical marks over 
some the letters the Roman alphabet, 
some more signs, the punctuations the 
fifth line and some language and mathemati- 
cal signs the signs the sixth and seventh 
lines. When Braille was later used for Eng- 
lish, the general French plan was accepted. 

But place the accented letters the 
French alphabet, English uses many the 
Braille signs for diagraphs—combinations 
two more letters the alphabet, which 
frequently occur the English language. 
Spanish, Portuguese and other European lan- 
guages also use the first twenty-five signs 
Braille for the same twenty-five letters the 
Roman alphabet far these are used 
those languages, and the rest for their other 
needs. Thus, outside the first twenty-five 
signs Braille, and the signs used for punc- 
tuations, etc., one can pretend that there 
any kind consistency the use Braille 
Europe. 

Those born English-speaking countries 
not become aware the fact that every 
letter the English alphabet changes its 
sound value from word word and some- 
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times the same word used two more 
different senses. But foreigners when they 
learn English are very conscious this fact, 
very much their cost. that for English 
alone, none the first twenty-five signs 
Braille follows consistent “same sound, 
same sign” principle. But from lan- 
guage language Europe and America 
the absence this consistency becomes more 
apparent. 

Where then lies world consistency the 
use Braille? While letters the alphabet, 
and the sounds attached 
change from language language, there are 
certain symbols used reading and writing 
which retain consistent values human 
thought and should have common signs as- 
signed them symbology, like that 
Braille, the sixty-three signs which are used 
all over the world. These are the ten figures 
the Arabic system arithmetic, the punc- 
tuation marks, and various other signs—such 
the numeral sign, the letter sign, the poetry 
sign, the abbreviation sign, etc., familiar 
all those who use Braille. Another con- 
sistency which would have world application 
the use Braille for musical notation. 

The order which Braille arranged the 
first ten his signs can improved and 
made more symmetrical. But used them 
order which arranged they 
have come used the same way all over 
the world and would great pity 
anybody interfered with this consistency 
the use Braille any part the world. 
The punctuation marks for which the fifth 
line used are also applicable 
all languages and could used with uni- 
versal consistency. the other signs men- 
tioned above. For music the first seven signs 
each line Braille are used form 
octave and the original arrangement the 
Braille signs has become essential the use 
Braille for this purpose. Thus the arrange- 
ment Braille signs, their author origi- 


nally put it, has created round world con- 
sistency the yse Braille, and has there- 
fore acquired great importance. 

1941, the Government India, realis- 
ing the urgent need for uniform code for 
Indian languages, invited experts from all 
over the country advise them the sub- 
ject. The majority these were using codes 
based upon sound correspondence with Eng- 
lish, yet their codes were different. The whole 
lot them agreed certain principles for 
the devising uniform code and recom- 
mended that expert committee ap- 
pointed draw such code. The princi- 
ples laid down definitely rejected the “same 
sound, same sign” principle utterly incapa- 
ble application except the limited 
sphere Indian languages, and recognized 
the great value Braille’s order signs 
from the international point view. After 
the code drawn the expert committee 
had been circulated for criticism, Sir Clutha 
Mackenzie, his report the joint com- 
mittee the Government India Boards 
Education and Health, document 
immense value for the welfare the blind 
India, wrote 1944: “The Expert Com- 
mittee duly submitted the code de- 
signed. The Central Advisory Board 
Education referred the Code the Prov- 
inces and States (of India) for their com- 
ments; The replies expressed approval 
the Code, except for minor modifications 
technical character which were under 
consideration the Expert Committee. 
view the generally favourable reception 
the Code the Provinces and the States, 
this Committee recommends its adoption 
the Uniform Braille Code for India.” this 
time Sir Clutha rightly felt that was 
unacquainted with Indian languages, the 
designing uniform code for these lan- 
guages was the business Indians them- 
selves. But after the Code had been ap- 
proved finally Government felt that the 
principles laid down India 1941 were 
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wrong and laid emphasis this principle 
“same sound, same sign,” which present 
does not exist world principle. 

would great advance the “one 
world” idea the principle “same sound, 
same sign” could come exist for purposes 
reading and writing all over the world, not 
only for the blind, but for the sighted well. 
But before this can done English must 
become phonetic, and alphabet must 
devised, preferably simpler form based 


Pitman’s shorthand, which will cove 
all the sounds used the speech man 
the five continents. Perhaps even that day will 
come, and then even Braille will have 
for sixty-three signs are too, too few for 
senting all the sounds human voice can 
duce and might have revert some 
other scheme, perhaps like the “New York 
Point” system which was rejected the 
American Commission Uniform Type for 
the Blind 1918. 


RETURN MANHOOD 
LLOYD GREENWOOD 


man. Before roasted over slow fire for 
this statement beg leave define it. 

The standards which one must attain 
considered well-adjusted blind man are 
follows: 

able blow your own nose with- 
out assistance. 

refrain from showing suicidal ten- 
dencies public. 

soon progress beyond these two 
points become exceptional. can 
much people expect the blind 
there necessity for further improve- 
ment. 

the graduation requirements for Oxford 
University consisted merely being able 
spell correctly plus the multiplication table, 
the college degree wouldn’t much value 
anyone looking for good job. would, 
course, make much easier graduate 
with honors. 


Editor’s note: This copy editorial Lloyd 
Greenwood, executive director the Blinded Veterans 
Association, which appeared the December issue the 
workers with the blind well blind persons. 


not difficult see why the low 
ards set for blind persons make much 
harder for them get along our present 
day competition. This competition requires 
qualities which are equal those sighted 
people. the blind man need not inde- 
pendent even employed exceptional, 
how can ever expect earn his own 
respect. 

does not appear that the individual sets 
his own standards. Instead seems that 
ciety sets them for him. Society’s standards for 
the blind are set according its own mis 
conception his capabilities. 

Normal standards for 
have risen considerably the past few years. 
has know all the new methods brick- 
laying and must neater job. will fail 
cannot meet these Strangely 
enough the standards for 
blind man have remained about the same 
since the invention that disability. 

Because easy the few simple 
things which are expected escape 
being called lazy, incompetent, etc. Few peo 
ple would dare apply terms 
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RETURN MANHOOD 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS 


blind person. Unfortunately, not hesi- 
tate apply these terms ourselves, es- 
pecially they seem fit. This the most 
uncomfortable type name calling. 

The only way stop this internal name 
calling live our own individual 
standards. can’t fool ourselves about our 
capabilities. are using blindness 
excuse take easy and waited upon, 
know it. may not know that will 
sooner later pay for this losing our 
self-respect and confidence. 

It’s easy job for regain our inde- 
pendence because can expect encourage- 
ment from society. healthy sighted per- 
son who will not accept his share responsi- 
bility gets prodded into action his family 
and the public. 

can probably help each other with 
prod two the right direction. need 
not accept independent nose blowing the 
pinnacle achievement our own group. 
need not over tolerant the blind 
person who stops trying soon has 
fooled the public. Let’s dare truthful 
and set the standards where know they 
should be. Why don’t make hard 
bricklayer 

man young and healthy let’s not let 
him shrug off his responsibility overcome 
his handicap and provide for himself and his 
family just because blind. know that 
the physical limitations blindness can 
overcome one willing work hard 
enough practicing new techniques. also 
know that the social and psychological prob- 
lems blindness can beaten. Any one 
who remains dependent and thinks that 
the world owes him living either too 
lazy try else has mental problem. 

can make uncomfortable for the lazy 
ones and offer understanding advice and as- 
sistance the other problems. any rate 
let’s agree that blindness alone does not give 
man the right helpless. 


The Foundation again calls attention the 
scholarships available blind students who 
wish attend college some professional 
school fit themselves for vocation. 

Fourteen scholarships are awarded each 
year and any student the United States 
eligible, provided not over thirty-five 
years age and has central visual acuity 
less than 20/200. Academic record, character, 
personality, financial need, and practicability 
vocational objective are the factors which 
the Foundation Scholarship Committee takes 
into consideration making decisions. The 
maximum grant $300 for the academic year, 
and grants are subject renewal subse- 
quent years the student’s work satisfac- 
tory. 

Since the Foundation scholarships are in- 
tended supplement to, rather than sub- 
stitute for, public funds, students are asked 
make application the Vocational Rehabili- 
tation service for the blind their home 
states, before applying the Foundation. 
rehabilitation funds are available 
cient meet the student’s needs, will not 
need Foundation assistance. 

Applications for scholarships should reach 
the Foundation office not later than April 
preceding the academic year for which the 
scholarship sought. Application blanks will 
sent request. Address: Secretary, 
Scholarship Committee, American Founda- 
tion for the Blind, West 16th New 
York 


GUY NICKESON DIES 


Guy Nickeson, Executive Director, Pitts- 
burgh Branch, Pennsylvania Association for 
the Blind, Sunday, January 1948. Mr. 
Nickeson succeeded Randolph Latimer 
this position upon the latter’s death July 15, 
1944- 
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FUNDACION CULTURAL PARA CIEGOS 
“VARONA SUAREZ” 


MARY LOVE 


SINCE THE YEAR have been 
independent projects for the assistance and 
education the blind, deaf and dumb 
Cuba, but none them has succeeded, mainly 
due lack financial backing. Finally, how- 
ever, failure project instituted 
Catholic priest, Father Diego, some Cuban 
ladies interested his effort appealed Dr. 
Manuel Varona Suarez, that time well 
known figure public life who had been the 
Mayor the City. responded with enthu- 
siasm, inviting very exclusive group ladies 
high social standing, assist him. And 
the 26th February 1926 the Fundacion 
Cultural para Ciegos Suarez” was 
born. Unfortunately Dr. Varona Suarez died 
year later, but the ladies carried under the 
chairmanship Mrs. Graziella Cabrera 
Certiz, who devoted herself the work and 
courageously faced the many economic and 
moral problems which arose, tackling them 
with kindly intelligence. 

The school was started small house 
Habana with four pupils. Two these original 
pupils are still with the school; one, sweet 
girl but mentally deficient, had removed 
hospital; and the fourth, boy, chose 
lead more independent life and became 
ne’er-do-well. The only person with 
edge Braille Habana that time was 
Sra. Ascension Sedeiro and she was invited 
take the job Principal the school. She 
soon taught other teachers and under their in- 
telligent guidance and enthusiasm, new pupils 
coming the school learnt that God-send 
all blind people, the Braille alphabet. Mean- 


while the ladies set themselves raise money 
for the Foundation. Memberships were solic- 
ited and some the most brilliant social 
charitable functions Habana were given 
raise money for the purchase home for the 
blind; for the ladies believed that, with 
building its own, the future the Founda- 
tion would assured. six years this dream 
came true, and the school still the same 
location—a large, sunny, airy house surround- 
ample garden space. money became 
available plans were put into practice for the 
education, welfare and recreation the blind 
children. 

1933 political revolution caused serious 
depression Cuba. The unsettled condition 
the country was reflected the internal 
problems the school. Not only was there 
insufficient money pay for food and other 
living expenses, but some the adult pupils, 
ambitious and unable understand the eco 
nomic picture whole, started serious 
movement against the discipline the school 
and caused great deal discontent. The 
leaders the movement had expelled; 
twelve other students followed them 
tarily, and founded rival institution. Other 
pupils followed their example and today there 
are sixteen rival institutions. This dissipation 
effort has done untold harm the interests 
the blind general, can readily 
derstood—a deplorable state affairs. 

The Varona Suarez Foundation has had 
face all manner difficulties. The many 
poverty when money collected sufficed only 
pay for food, brought halt all communt 


catio 

tions 

frien 

the 

cree, 

was 

addi 

quea 

Oth 

ices, 

dini 

kep 

and 

tior 

blu 

trot 

the 

Sua 

hel 

iou 

reg 

are 

cat 

tra 


FUNDACION CULTURAL PARA CIEGOS 


cations with foreign institutions. Charity func- 
tions were less productive and could not 
given often. However, with the aid good 
friends, such the Lions Club Habana, 
other generous donors and some official help, 
the Foundation kept going. Then 1944, 
lucky year for the school, Presidential de- 
cree, one quarter yearly lottery drawing 
was allocated the Varona Suarez School. 
addition this received about $40,000 be- 
queathed Sr. Fernando Panne his death. 
Other small donations have proved that, little 
little, the splendid work the Foundation 
being recognized the public general. 

When, having studied Braille with the Jun- 
ior League Mexico City, went the 
Varona Suarez School volunteer serv- 
ices, was delighted with the place: The large, 
airy dormitories, where the girls sleep—all 
decorated pink and white—the kitchen and 
dining room clean pin—the beautifully 
kept gardens, and the little prefabricated house 
the yard where some the older girls live 
and keep house. The place not institu- 
tion, real home. was also deeply im- 
pressed with the happy children dressed 
blue and white seersucker dresses navy blue 
trousers and white shirts, and the teachers 
themselves who, without exception struck 
being loving, kindly people. Yes, the Varona 
Suarez School has happy atmosphere, spite 
sad reason for being. There are present 
pupils. 

All them receive instruction and are 
helped develop their capacities the var- 
ious activities which the school offers: music, 
English, sports, bookbinding, typing, cooking, 
manual training, commerce, well the 
regular schooling Spanish. The teachers are 
appointed the Ministry Education and 
are really doing wonderful job the edu- 
cation and rehabilitation the Cuban blind. 
The idea making the children useful al- 
vays kept mind. One adult pupil, who came 
the school 1926, assistant the orches- 
tra leader and charge copying music 
books, for which paid; another cooks and 


serves and has quite talent for acting; three 
boys are charge little stand the corner 
the garden facing the street. Here they 
sell soft drinks, cigarettes, coffee, etc. 
They purchase the supplies, keep the accounts 
and manage everything very successfully. The 
profits are divided four ways—one fourth for 
the school and the remaining three fourths for 
the three partners. Many more cases could 
stated, but will not try your patience. 

must tell you about the particular friend 
the American ladies who volunteered their 
services order enlarge the library. Jose 
Manuel Barrios was born poverty down the 
Island—by the time was six years old 
was completely blind. His childhood was mis- 
erable except for one short interlude during 
which was hospital and the pet the 
nurses. young man left his family and 
went into town—for over year slept 
empty theater night and walked the 
streets during the day. finally got Ha- 
bana, penniless, illiterate boy about 
and went into two different schools. suf- 
fered all the ups and downs these unsuc- 
cessful ventures, and his character showed the 
effects the bitterness and violence his 
early life. the age came the 
Varona Suarez School. 


From the beginning showed intelligence 


during the internal troubles the school 


remained loyal. can really called 
self-made man every sense the word, for 
now, the age 42, the paid librarian, 
speaks and writes beautiful Spanish, reads and 
writes English remarkably well, and the 
two years that have been working with him 
have never seen sign bad temper 
impatience. 

Last June, after years the school 
married partially blind former pupil 
the school, and they live little apart- 
ment not far from the school. years 
has dominated his character, acquired 
excellent education, and self-supporting 
married man. His library always shining 
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and tidy and have never seen harder 
worker. There being extra machines, sev- 
eral the school and dictate him 
Spanish English. The library growing 
slowly but surely, but feel that with extra 
machines there could much more. 
Through our efforts have been able buy 
some books Mexico and any available books 
Spanish the United States, but this not 
sufficient. the whole books English are 
too difficult for most the children, there 
real need for more reading matter 
Spanish. 


RADIO ENGINEERING 
INSTITUTE 


Wider recognition the work done 
the Radio Engineering Institute Omaha, 
Nebraska, demonstrated the fact that 
clients from seventeen different states and 
from Hawaii and Canada have attended the 
school. According LaVon Peterson, direc- 
tor the Institute, course electrical 
household appliance repair will start the 
near future meet the needs some these 
clients. 

letter prospective student from 
graduate the school, Melvin Rothmiller, 
who operates “Mel’s Radio Shop” Wayne; 
Nebraska, illustrates the way which train- 
ing received the Institute can benefit 
blind student. Mr. Rothmiller writes, 
operate very small shop, and operate 
alone. very nearly independent that 
not list sighted help expense. need 
one two tubes identified per week and the 
lady the neighborhood cafe reads the num- 
bers for they can found. There are 
occasions when tube type numbers cannot 
found, but they can guessed when one 
has knowledge the age the radio, etc. 


When parts arrive from the wholesale 


mark the tube cartons Braille, lay 
them order, and keep them that way. The 


meter which have sorts resistors, and 
densers can sorted either physical size, 
for blind person test tubes, and thus 
match the services his competitor with 
ease. 

may somewhat slow the 
ment parts, but analyzing the trouble 
catch with the loss, for not need 
look the diagram one the volumes 
radio diagrams which have been printed 
within the last twenty years. 

“My classmates and were taught why 
radio works, and built radio circuits 
make them seem real and vital. know 
circuits that differences part place 
ments not bother me. 

good working knowledge the basic 
radio circuits will enable you identify tubes, 
parts, and characteristic troubles certain 
makes radios. 

person cannot help but become familiar 
with features cabinet design, that can 
identify the popular makes radios. would 
possible service fifty radios without ever 
having know their brand 

“My shop has kept off the assistance 
rolls since the first February, when the 
doors were opened for business. the past 
nine months have saved the taxpayers 
$350.00. other words, the saving amounts 
half tuition. the next three years, 
shall have saved the taxpayers amount 
equal tuition and more than equal 
the amount spent the state purchasing 
equipment. this sound economy? 

“When student completes his training 
Radio Engineering Institute has had six 
months radio servicing with his own equip- 
ment, servicing done under competent 
vision, that can ask questions and work 
out servicing procedures. 

radio the most tomplicated 
sive piece equipment yet designed, but 
blind person who properly equipped and 
trained can cope with and win.” 
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ST. DUNSTAN’S BULLETIN NO. 


SIR CLUTHA MACKENZIE 


Sr. HAS GONE ALONG cheerfully 
and smoothly since the issue our Bulletin 
No. 12, Feb. 1947. New men continue 
arrive whose blindness chiefly due 
medical causes. The roll those training 
stands 109. The flow men, leaving 
the completion their training, continues 
also, and the work resettlement going 
full blast. This includes building houses, 
contributing marriages, getting the men’s 
equipment set their villages and 
hundred and one tasks all kinds. 

Some the men who, their return 
home, found lack sympathy and help- 
fulness their villages, are now returning 
St. Dunstan’s. Among such poor Maklesh 
Mian who has lost both his hands addition 
being totally blind. declared that his 
family and village lost all interest him 
soon his money was finished and that 
only St. Dunstan’s that under- 
stood. now busily employed chap- 
taking messages and guiding men 
from one part our large compound 
another. has become very skilled get- 
ting about alone, washing, dressing and 
feeding himself, etc. 

Among those leave was Saw Jackie, 
Burman Karen, blinded early 1942, who 
came November, 1943. had then 
endured twenty months total blindness with 
none help comfort him, sitting about 
lonely and helpless foreign land among 
people who could not speak his language. For 
his first ten days St. Dunstan’s lay bed, 
buried blankets. every attempt made 
rouse his interest turned his face 


the wall and murmured from the depths 
his misery, “If can’t have eyes back 
only want die.” was Braille watch 
that first caught his interest. was given 
him blinded British officer, Capt. 
Preston, the Burma Regiment who had 
the terrible misfortune lose both his hands 
well his sight. From that moment 
Jackie went ahead rapidly, mastering type- 
writing, Braille reading and writing, music, 
net bag making, knitting, basket making, 
etc. are sending Rs. 5000 the Governor 
Burma for his resettlement and aftercare, 
—housing, marriage expenses and forth. 
has taken with him typewriter, gift 
from St. Dunstan’s which will great 
use him his future life. While Ran- 
goon recently arranged, through the kind- 
ness the Society for the Blind, for Jackie 
interest add that May 7th Captain Pres- 
ton marry Miss Peppell, the charming 
jolly Canadian Matron St. Dunstan’s Offi- 
cers’ Hostel London. wish them every 
happiness. 


Travets Tue East 


was absent from St. Dunstan’s from Jan- 
uary 23rd April 23rd travels which in- 
volved duties for four Governments, those 
Burma, Malaya, Hongkong and China. The 
main task was that reporting blindness 
China the Chinese Government under 
arrangements between that Government, the 
British Foreign Office, St. Dunstan’s (Lon- 
don) and the War Organisation the Brit- 
ish Red Cross and St. John’s. 
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OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


First, fortnight was spent making 
brief survey blindness the Malayan 
Union and Singapore; and the Malayan 
Union has appointed Major Bridges 
our Dehra Dun staff its Director 
Blind Welfare. Major Bridges, late the 
7th Gurkha Rifles, was blinded Burma 
1945, and has proved himself able and 
vigorous administrator. joined from 
London October last complete his train- 
ing, and January this year was appointed 
our Pensions Officer. his energetic 
stimulating the official Government ma- 
chinery, his persistence getting papers 
together and arranging boardings and 
successive visits the Pensions Headquarters 
Lahore, has succeeded getting many 
our men’s pensions finalised. wish 
him well the new and interesting field 
which going. Upon him will depend 
the success and happiness something 
the neighborhood seven thousand blind 
Malayan, Indian and Chinese men, women 
and children. 

Speaking pensions, our classic case, that 
Taj Ram, blinded World War still 
remains unsettled. Rs. 5/- per month have 
been due him since 1925; and, though the 
Government has, for some considerable time 
now, admitted its responsibility the matter, 
cannot make its mind pay him his 
due. Taj Ram was away from for some 
time with but fit and well again and 
cheerfully plies his trade chair-caning. 

return the matter travel. Hong- 
kong mid-February was joined 
medical colleague from London, Dr. 
Flowers, and together flew Shang- 
hai. were received and Nanking 
with kindly courtesy our hosts and ate 
many lengthy Chinese dinners. The two 
months there were full interest. flew 
about with the Chinese Air Force, there be- 
ing other means transport, and found 
ourselves remote and attractive cities. Some 
three thousand China’s two million blind 


are being aided through modern Societies 
homes for blind, but were anxious 
how the other Naturally, 
most them exist under conditions 
erty, misery and idleness, but proportion 
them are vigorous and enterprising, finding 
outlet for their brains muscles 
tune-tellers and musicians—both ancient, tra- 
ditional occupations for the 
teachers, labourers, fluffing cotton, pump- 
ing water grinding corn. paid parti- 
cular attention the training blinded sol- 
diers, studying the conditions Blind 
Soldiers’ Hostel where 450 men were the 
roll. Unfortunately the efforts have not been 
very successful—in fact, what there had been 
appeared have died prior our arrival, for 
saw none progress. 

Between, and schools and homes for 
the blind are existence, mostly small and 
run foreign Missions. gift lakh 
rupees from the Viceroy’s War Purposes 
Fund, sent Madame Chiang Kai-Shek, has 
been used helping keep these gallant 
efforts alive face the terrible difficulties 
and privations through which 
passed. Buildings have been destroyed 
stripped everything value, the blind 
women raped and women and children com- 
pelled march for hundreds miles across 
starving countryside the depths winter 
torrid summer heat. Hundreds them 
died. found these groups pluckily gather- 
ing the tangled ends together again, deter- 
mined that the work should restarted. 
was our pleasure plan ways and means 
which this could best done co-ordi- 
nated way and discover sources assist- 
ance. completed our report Hongkong 
the middle April and have submitted 
the Government China and our 
ent organisations London. 


Tue 


was with sorrow said goodbye our 


keenly interested and helpful Patron and 
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Lady Wavell, who have always helped 
every way their power. have never for- 
gotten that owe them the use the 
magnificent site have for our work, the 
Viceroy’s Bodyguard Lines. wish them 
well wherever they may and shall never 
forget their kindness. 

Rear Admiral the Viscount Mount- 
G.C.V.O., K.C.B., D.S.O., has hon- 
oured graciously accepting the position 
Patron, and hope that may have the 
pleasure visit from him and Her Excel- 
lency when their busy duties permit it. 


BLINDNESS 


retired from post Officer Special 
Duty (Blindness) with the Government 
India the end March. Following upon 
the recommendations the Report Blind- 
ness India, made the Committee with 
which was associated, new post has been 
created the Department Education, 
Adviser Blind Welfare, which Dr. 
Halder has been appointed. offer him 
our hearty congratulations and wish him well 
the great task that lies ahead. has been 
Principal the DADAR School for the 
Blind, Bombay. The Report Blindness 
India (1944) has now been released and may 
had application from the Education 


Department, Government India, New 
Delhi. 


have been honoured number 
distinguished visitors. Among them were: Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad; Field Marshall Sir 
Claude Auchinleck, the Commander-in-Chief 
(this was his fourth visit); Brigadier Dick, 
the well-known eye, ear, nose and throat 
specialist; Mr. Bhalja, Defence Secre- 
tary; and Mr. Dantyagi, Hon. Treas- 
urer, St. Dunstan’s All India Committee. 
are looking forward keenly visit from 
Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit. 


NEWS 


NEWS 


American Association Workers for the 
Blind will held the Hotel Lowry, Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, from Monday, July 
through Thursday, July 15, 1948. More com- 
plete details will announced subsequent 
issues the Outlook for the Blind, but the 
meantime the management the hotel will 
glad take advance reservations for rooms 
and those planning attend are urged 
make such reservations early possible. 
later date, the Secretary-General will 
communicate with all the members but will 
glad answer inquiries any time. 

Proceedings the Twenty-first Conven- 
tion the American Association Workers 
for the Blind are now available $4.00 per 
copy and may secured from Alfred Allen, 
Secretary-General, West 16th Street, New 
York 11, New York. 


NEWS 


OUR NEW BUILDING are going have 
display the various items produced the 
different workshops for the blind, order 
that when visitors come from different 
sections the country, they will have 
idea what the other agencies for the blind 
are doing. This display can great value 
the agencies, depending the willingness 
the shops cooperate submitting sam- 
ples various items. 

Mr. Andrew Cormier, blind man 
business 3324 East Van Buren Street, 
Phoenix, Arizona producing number 
different household and rubber cements. 
you have use for product this type 
your workshop, recommend that you get 
touch with him-direct about the matter. 
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OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


BOOK REVIEW 


Stern, collaboration with 
Hopkirk, pp. The Commonwealth 
Fund, East 57th Street, New York, Y., 
cents each.) 

When was youngster and read for the 
first time Goethe’s Faust, was enthused 
the work that wanted copy from 
those passages which wished have more 
handy for constant use; began. had not 
gone very far when recognized that was 
engaged job straight copying, line after 
line, this classic. The result was that gave 
suspect that Goethe did for when 
wrote his Faust and omitted everything that 
did not consider essential. 

similar experience happened me—on 
different level—when, after first reading, 
decided review The 
Guide for the Outlook. started checking 
those passages which wanted quote 
review and found, after awhile, that had 
straight line coming down from the top 
the margin the bottom, broken only where 
new paragraph demanded dent. sup- 
pose that Mrs. Edith Stern, who wrote 
this manual, had already condensed it, 
ing out everything superfluous. This itself 
highly commendable and not too often en- 
countered these days five-hundred and 
page publications. 

ninety-one well-printed pages, much 
said that shows sound and sympathetic un- 
derstanding those with whom the Guide 
concerned—children institutions and 
their housemothers. The following lines taken 
from the first chapter, “In Place Mother,” 
are perhaps significant the general tenor 
the book: 

“You have one the most important jobs 
the world. many ways you are taking 
the place your children’s mothers. 


Although your job, like real mother’s, not 


well rewarded glory money, highly 
complex. Were you child psychologist, 
graduate nurse, dietician, educator, and 
recreation director rolled into one, but little 
your training and knowledge would 
waste. You have housekeeper and 
seamstress and teacher manners and 
havior. Possibly you may called upon 
quarrels. But also like real mother’s, the 
essential part your work not much 


keep line well-scrubbed youngsters 


maculate rooms, not much maintain 
orderliness and mannerliness 
habits and obedience, provide the 
soil understanding and affection without 
which boys and girls cannot flower self-con- 
fident and happy. 

mother, this continual task that takes the 
best any woman’s mind, heart, and 
energies.” 

Here are the chapter headings indicate 


the scope this publication: “In Place 
Mother, Few Words Housefathers, 


These Are Your Children, Most Your 
Children Have Families, When Home 
Capital Child’s First Few Days the 
Home, When Behavior Creates Difficulties, 
The Group Has Its Advantages, Neatness 
Can Overdone, matters What They 
Wear, Good Habits and Good Health, When 
Your Children Play, About Matters Sex, 
Your Children Must Live the World, Your 
Children’s Religion, Last Few 
Days the Home, About You and Your 
Job.” 

The thoughts presented under all these 
headings are readily applicable blind chik 
dren living residential schools and theit 
housemothers. May permitted quote 
from paper, “Current the Edu- 
cation Blind Children,” which presented 
the 1947 Convention the American 
ciation Workers for the Blind: 
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HONORS HELEN: KELLER 


“Another problem which does not yet re- 
ceive the attention deserves that the 
child entering the residential school. When 
seeing child becomes school age, goes 
school for few hours five days week. 
‘Going school’ means for most young 
blind children separation from their homes 
and entering residential school. This trans- 
fer from environment which the child 
was ‘at home,’ where felt secure and lived 
informal life, environment which 
stranger persons and objects, that 
‘unfamiliar’ him and more less strictly 
regulated, such change must profoundly af- 
fect the child. know from observation and 
from experiences many who recall these 
early schooldays how important that the 
newcomer well received and carefully 
treated during this critical period. seems, 
therefore, that the best trained housemothers 
should assigned the group school be- 
Every effort should made secure 
for our schools housemothers who have some 
training child guidance and mental 
giene. recognized that good housemothers 
are engage, but some improvement 
may result from the in-service training courses 
child guidance which would familiarize 
the housemothers with modern ideas prac- 
tical child psychology and training. Improved 
services this respect will help our blind 
school beginners, whether they come from 
favorable unfavorable home environments, 
and also reduce the number ‘disciplinary’ 
problems which often date back inadequate 
treatment during the initial stages the 
child’s adjustment life the residential 
school.” 

great deal good would come the 
children our schools The Housemother’s 
Guide could put into the hands every 
person engaged this capacity. Still better, 
its careful reading could followed 
study course child guidance for which 
Mr. Howard Hopkirk, Executive Director 
the Child Welfare League America, 


makes valuable suggestions the foreword 
the Guide. Many superintendents our 
schools recognize the importance this prob- 
lem and will welcome this publication 
making use its possibilities for the improve- 
ment services the blind children en- 
trusted them. 

LOWENFELD 


HONORS HELEN KELLER 


Helen Keller may become one the first 
“Citizens the World,” the proposal made 
accepted the United Nations Educational, 
Social and Cultural Organization. 

presenting this idea, Mr. Hardman, chief 
the British delegation, said, “It would 
the highest honor mankind can confer, 
honor which all men and women good 
will can aspire. Let suggest that there 
should conferred upon such citizens the 
freedom the world.” recognition their 
stature “men and women who have con- 
tributed the welfare and enlightenment 
mankind, who are inspiration all,” 
“Citizens the World” would not have 
submit the red tape and restrictions other 
travelers must put with. 

Mr. Hardman suggested that, along with 
Helen other likely candidates would 
Albert Einstein, Arturo Toscanini and 
Bernard Shaw and that later possibly six per- 
sons year named “Citizens the World.” 


TYPEWRITERS AVAILABLE 


The American Foundation for the 
Smith-Corona portable typewriters 
below retail prices and will glad 


engage correspondence with anyone 
interested. Such correspondence should 
addressed Alfred Allen, Assistant 
Director, American Foundation for the 
Blind, West 16th Street, New York 
11, New York. 
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NOTES FROM THE FOUNDATION LIBRARY 


The items mentioned this page may borrowed without charge from the Reference 
Lending Library the American Foundation for the Blind 


“Hand Dominance Reading Braille”, 
American Journal Psychology for July, 
The study seeks answers the follow- 
ing questions: When both hands blind 
reader are being used, which hand plays the 
greater part reading? Which the 
fingers employed contributes most and which 
least the total process? reading speed 
greatest for individuals who get the meaning 
for the most part through the reading finger 
the left hand, through the reading finger 
the right hand; for those who read 
equally well with either hand? 
handed persons, the left hand superior its 
sensory function, involved perceiving 
braille type; and left-handed persons the 
right hand superior? 

“Facial Vision: Perception Obstacles 
the Deaf-Blind”, Philip Worchel and Karl 
Dallenbach included the American 
Journal Psychology for October, 1947. One 
the general conclusions states that the 
problem this study answered, the aural 
mechanism involved the perception 
obstacles the blind audition. The authors 
continue, “Now that know that audition 
the basis the perception obstacles 
the blind, our next problem determine 
what auditory dimension (intensity, fre- 
quency, volume) involved.” 

The English magazine, Occupational Psy- 
chology, for October, 1946 contains the article, 
“Some Aspects the Occupation Adjustment 
the Blind”, Eric Farmer. This study 
stresses the need for avoidance undue 
strain occupations chosen the blind: 
they must not thus reminded their 


erous financial remuneration: this applies 
pecially minor academic posts accepted 
those who would happier simpler but 
better-paid work, employing their recognized, 
though not outstanding, intellectual ability 
during their leisure time. The gainful 
pations the blind must not entail much 
fatigue that they cannot adequately dis- 
sipated during leisure. Nor must they impose 
too great strain the seeing people with 
whom they have work. The concept 
social adjustment and the provision non- 
vocational education are especially important 
the care the blind. 

Modification for the Handicapped”, 
Martin Mahler, found Employment 
Service Review for September, 1947. 
stated that the principal objective such 
program increase the number jobs 
from which selection made, that one may 
more effectively match man and occupation. 

The Exceptional Children for 
November, 1947, the article Insti- 
tute for Mothers Preschool Blind Children” 
Lillie Mae Rickman tells the establish- 
ment annual institute conducted the 
Division for the Blind. This step was taken 
supplement the home counseling service. 

“To Work for the Blind Think 
Others”, Valine Hobbs, included 
National Elementary Principal for September, 

1947. tells project fifth-grade class, 
which, although voluntary character, stimu- 
lated the children efforts touching every 
phase school—language arts, creative arts, 
science, mathematics, social studies, etc. 
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LIBRARY CONGRESS ACTIVITIES 


LIBRARY CONGRESS 
ACTIVITIES 


TRANSFER PERSONNEL, equipment and 
collections braille books and Talking 
Books from the National Library for the 
Blind Washington, C., the Library 
Congress has been completed. ex- 
pected that improved library service will 
result from this merger and the consequent 
coordination these activities for the blind. 

The Service for the Blind which had been 
operating unit the Loan Division 
the Library Congress also has been placed 
under the administration the new Division 
for the Blind. The work has been reorgan- 
ized functional basis with four units: 
Administration, Publications, Equipment 
and Service sections. 

The provision books and equipment 
the twenty-five distributing libraries through- 
out the country has also been expanded. 
new model Talking Book machine has been 
adopted, and 2,500 have been purchased and 
distributed the fifty-five lending agencies; 
550 which were made available for priority 
distribution veterans blinded the recent 
war. The total number machines now 
26,000, but fairly evident that many 
these are very bad condition, and perhaps 

The expenditure $160,012.50 for the pur- 
chase this new equipment caused de- 
crease the production recorded books. 
Despite this, forty-four titles were added 
the recorded library collections. Figures show 
that total 57,784 volumes books 
braille, 795 volumes Moon type, 34,726 
issues embossed magazines and 6,565 con- 
tainers Talking Book records were pur- 
chased and distributed the twenty-five 
regional libraries. 

aid selecting books, two advisory 


groups have been formed. Fifteen blind 


ten seeing readers have been chosen serve 
the Readers’ Advisory Group and the 


librarians the regional libraries have been 
organized into the Librarian’s Advisory 
Group. Lists titles under consideration are 
sent monthly all members these groups 
for comments and suggestions. 

Increased 7,648 volumes (not including 
periodicals and music scores), the collection 
for the blind maintained the Library build- 
ings totaled 52,017 volumes June 30. The 
large increase over all previous years came 
about through this merger the National 
Library for the Blind, which brought the 
Library Congress about 25,000 volumes, 
some 5,760 which were added its collec- 
tion. The remainder, 17,774 volumes braille 
and 1,531 Talking Books, was determined 
surplus the needs the total program, 
and was consigned the New York office 
the American Foundation for Overseas Blind, 
Inc. addition, accumulation 16,000 
pounds surplus embossed and Talking 
Books returned the distributing libraries 
has been packed and shipped that organi- 
zation. has not been possible yet pre- 
pare completely for the shelves the newly 
acquired material. However, 1,888 items 
braille, Moon and Talking Books have been 
cataloged, classified and lettered with call 
numbers and otherwise processed for circu- 
lation. 

beginning toward better bibliographic 
controls has been made. Since quite similar 
collections exist the various libraries for the 
blind, plan looking toward uniformity 
cataloging has been begun. Editorial work 
printed cumulative catalog all titles sup- 
plied during the past fifteen years the 
Library Congress has been progress for 
some time. This publication will probably 
available early 1948. will adhere 
subject arrangement with annotations added, 
that librarians friends can easily assist 
blind reader preparing his own reading 
lists. Lists braille adn Talking Books are 
provided for distribution borrowers for 
checking indicate reading requirements. 
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APPOINTMENTS 


LEO FLOOD HEADS SCHOOL 
FOR BLIND 


Appointment Leo Flood, veteran 
grade and high school instructor the insti- 
tution, acting superintendent the 
School for the Blind Jacksonville, was an- 
nounced Oct. Gen. Cassius Poust, di- 
rector the Department Public 
Welfare. 

Mr. Flood succeeds Robert Woolston 
who died Oct. 15, after serving superin- 
tendent the school since 1910. 

tended the parochial and public elementary 
schools there. was graduated from Routt 
college that city 1908 and after further 
study that college from 1908 1912, re- 
ceived his degree. 

became teacher ISB September, 
and has since been engaged this 
academic work with the exception period 
military service World War the 
Field Artillery Central Officers’ Training 
School Camp Zachary Taylor, Ky. 

1936, received the degree from 
Illinois college Jacksonville after com- 
pleting semester hours special student. 
obtained college majors Latin, English 
and French and has attended summer sessions 
Illinois State Normal University, Illinois 
College and MacMurray college. 

For the last nine years has been mem- 
ber the Jacksonville Public Library board 
and for the last year has been president that 
board. was member the Illinois State 


Reprinted from the October issue the Welfare Bul- 
letin, published the Illinois Department Public 
Welfare. 


committee the Present Status Classical 
Education. 

has had the following articles published; 
“The Value Latin for Blind Students,” 
The Teachers Forum for Instructors Blind. 
Children, and “The Value Latin Schools 
for the Blind,” address delivered the 
Thirty-second biennial convention the 


American Association Instructors the 
Blind. 


WOOLLY 


Mr. Woolly has been appointed 
superintendent the Arkansas School for the 
Blind. Mr. Woolly served principal from 
September, 1939 until his appointment 
superintendent. has degree from 
Hendrix College and degree from 
the University Kansas. 

Mr. Woolly becomes the fifteenth super- 
intendent since the founding the school 
ceeds Mr. Davis who resigned 
come superintendent the American 
ing House for the Blind. 


FLOYD LACY 
The Division Services for the Blind the 
Kansas Department Social Welfare an- 
nounces that Mr. Floyd Lacy has been ap- 
pointed the position Supervisor Em- 
ployment. Mr. Lacy has been associated with 
the Texas Association for the Blind place- 
ment agent, with the Veterans Administra- 
tion Washington, C., where worked 
with the program for the blinded World War 
veterans, and 1944 was sent the 
erans Administration representative Old 
Farms Convalescent Hospital, where 

mained until its discontinuance. 
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THE SUGGESTION BOX 


the Technical Research Department 


Saw Woodworkers, cabinet- 
makers, and machinists are going de- 
lighted with this new tool, put out the 
Speed Corporation Portland, Oregon. 
appearance, resembles ordinary triangu- 
lar file with handle, but anchored the file 
end the handle two-inch clamp, ex- 
tending out right angles the file, and 
equipped with round rod which runs along 
parallel the file. the end the rod 
another clamp which fits over the end the 
file. Sliding freely the rod guide which 
wound and has two flanges, designed 
fit along the teeth saw. This guide may 
swung five different positions that 
the file will move either right angles the 
blade, various angles. Such tool not 
only useful for filing cross cut and rip saws, 
but could clamped beam over the 
work-bench for doing accurately controlled 
filing other work well. Postpaid 
$2.45 

Among the devices people 
are always trying invent help the blind, 
probably other popular writing 
guides. Scarcely week passes without least 
one letter proposing new one (most 
often) new version old one. Occasion- 
ally someone hits really fresh idea, and 
there are one two models which are now 
being considered for possible production. Re- 
cently, however, Mrs. Addie Morton, 
Ohio, who eighty-eight years old, sent 
idea which, for sheer simplicity, surpasses 
anything hitherto submitted, and may ap- 
peal many readers. inexpensive, light, 
compact, can carried handbag pocket, 
various sizes paper, and can made 


anyone. All Mrs. Morton uses strip 
cardboard plastic about inch wide, 
and long the widest paper likely 
used. The paper rolled the strip, and 
unwound the writing progresses. Some 
might object the fact that the pen pencil 
could not move below the line for forming 
the lower loops “g”, etc., but the finger 
used space the point little above the 
guide, this difficulty can readily overcome. 

liams, 3819 Wisconsin Avenue, St: Louis 18, 
Missouri, announces that plans discon- 
tinue manufacture his half-teaspoon liquid 
measure. offers his remaining stock 
price two for dollar, plus six cents 
stamps cover postage. This liquid measure 
made two lengths glass tubing, joined 
rubber coupling. rubber bulb the 
top section pulls half teaspoon liquid 
properly depressed. All orders should 
addressed directly Mr. Williams. 

doctor will prescribe medicine which calls 
for many drops glass water. far, 
really satisfactory medicine dropper has 
been devised. When physician gives such 
prescription blind patient, this usually 
means that sighted help will needed eachy 
suggested the doctor that the medicine 
given the patient already diluted 
form that can measure out half tea- 
spoon the glass. Doctors might not think 
this simple alternative and are usually very 
glad co-operate prescribing the correct 
dilution. 

For the rabidly gadget- 
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minded, may amusing describe new 
electrical appliance especially designed for 
singeing poultry. This has wooden handle, 
the end which triangular hood, 
covering electric heating element. The 
hood passed over the fowl, with the 
heating element down, and said also 
burn off all the pin feathers very short 
order. also recommended handy 
device for the quick toasting grilled cheese 
sandwiches. draws 650 watts and can 
used DC. will not stocked; 
but anyone with enough space for very spe- 
cialized gadgets, and enough money, can buy 
department store. sells for something 
under $5.00. 

Tracer. From South Africa comes 
the circuit for audio signal tracer which 
said work equally well with radio frequen- 
cies and audio frequencies. Anchored 
handle sheet bakelite other non- 
conductive material which are mounted 
jacks for headphones, and the necessary com- 
ponents for the circuit. the bottom end 
the strip, pointer anchored, along with 
ground lead with alligator clip. The cir- 
cuit can given briefly and follows: 
From the probe-pointer connect mfd 
condenser, followed 50,000 ohm resistor. 
From the far side the resistor, connect 2.5 
millihenry inductance followed mfd 
condenser, shunted 100,000 ohm resistor. 
The condenser and resistor are then connected 
the ground lead. Also, from the far side 
the 50,000 ohm resistor, connect 1N34 crys- 
tal, which goes one the phone jacks. 
mfd condenser connected across the 
two phone jacks, shunting the phones. The 
second jack is, course, connected the 
ground lead. operation with R.F. applied, 
the choke the load, while with A.F., the 
resistance the choke relatively high, 
that the 100,000 ohm resistor becomes the load. 
has not been possible test this probe, but 
looks good, and some the radio enthu- 
siasts will doubt want try building one. 


OUTLOOK FOR THE BLIND 


gaining rapidly favor with the blind, and 
Mr. Edward Waterhouse the Perkins 
Institution has recently raised some questions 
which will have answered the readers 
this column. 

there need for sturdier and more 
pensive chess set, more closely resembling the 
type originally put out England? That set 
cost the order $6.00 just before the war, 

There also question braille material 
the subject chess. The British 
Chess Manual which not too easy obtain 
the moment, because the paper shortage 
over there. Also, they have magazine which 
devotes itself chess problems, and this also 
not easy obtain quantity, and course 
getting slow process. there need for 
chess manual and possibly periodical 
the subject this country? 

has also been suggested that chess club 
organized, using the mails. great deal 
this sort thing done the sighted, 
and perhaps, would popular among 
braille readers. 

abroad with flattened handles. recent visitor 
has standard domestic stylus the handle 
which had ground couple flats 
that would not roll off the desk. Another 
visitor had stylus with steel handle. was 
heavy his pocket, but said writing with 
was twice easy with the light 
Earl Quay had brilliant idea for quieting 
the slate for classroom note-taking. took 
some thin rubber sheeting and glued around 
the bottom half the slate that 
pletely covered the braille indentations. The 
rubber beneath the slate dampened the sound, 
and the rubber over the depressions cushioned 
the stylus. The dots were every whit good, 
and the slate was remarkably quiet. 

announced last month has had raised 
$95.00, F.O.B., New York. Machines will 
shipped, express collect, receipt payment. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


New York State Commission for the Blind—The 
Annual Christmas Sale articles made the blind 
was held November 24th—December 16th, 1947. 
Following program developed over twenty years 
and more, volunteer committees are responsible for 
Special Days the These represent church de- 
nominations, the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Daughters the American. Revolution, Masonic 
Day, Theatre Day and Radio Day. This year Artists 
Day and International Day were added, with great 
success. Total receipts from sales were over $47,000. 

Friendship Box for the Overseas Blind was 


‘featured throughout the sale. Patrons were asked 


donate articles which they might purchase the 
sale. Donations money used make ad- 
ditional purchases for the box. Private agencies for 
the blind which were consignors the sale were 
informed the plan and all made contributions 
articles useful materials send overseas. The 
Friendship Box developed like the proverbial snow 
ball and rolled final volume quite beyond ex- 
pectations. total 651 articles were forwarded 
Dr. Irwin for distribution through the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind. Many contributions 
were made the blind themselves. one organi- 
zation the blind and sighted workers gave one 
hour’s pay which they used buy the product 
that particular workshop. volunteer group 
another organization donated their output for one 
week, 

The Friendship Box soon became number 
cartons and crates full the brim, containing quan- 
tities woolen articles, sweaters, scarves, afghans, 
mittens, baby booties, baby blankets, socks, etc. 
Added this were aprons, dish towels, dish cloths, 
sheets and pillow cases, toys, purses and several 
bolts attractive print materials. 

The Friendship Box was presented Helen 
Keller International Day when the sale closed. 
Invitations were extended the United Nations 
Phone operator the State Commission for the 
Blind, made the official presentation. Miss Keller told 


her trip some the European countries and 
the dire needs the blind. She wrote and signed 
greeting enclosed the box when shipped 
overseas. Each and every afticle was tagged sepa- 
rately Gift Friendship from with the 
name the donor organization and the address, 
Friendship Box will demonstrate again that the 
American people aré understanding, generous and 
kind-hearted. 


Industrial Home for the Blind—On December 
24th, three hundred blind men and their friends 
gathered round the gaily decorated Christmas tree 
front big stage the Recreation Center 
the Industrial Home for the Blind Brooklyn 
sing Christmas and hear star-studded 
program. 

After presentation Christmas music Mrs. 
Bertha Kirsch and her accompanist, Eva Stein, Mr. 
Larry Best, newest comedy star the town, who 
acted master ceremonies, introduced the Vi- 
kings (Ben Yost singers), the comedy ventriloquist 
Roy Douglas, and Sonny Miller and his trio. 

The guests took home with them turkeys, gro- 
ceries and other goods, generously provided Mr. 
Harry Socolof, member the Board and official 
Santa Claus for the day. 


Kentucky School for the Blind—A proposed build- 
ing program will presented the current ses- 
sion of- the Legislature, meeting January, 1948, 
requesting the addition two student cottages 
and gymnasium. This request has already been ap- 
proved the State Board Education and the 
preliminary drawings prepared the architect. 
The student cottages are planned with bedrooms 
instead dormitories, with three students sharing 
room, and bath between each two rooms. The 
gymnasium will have swimming pool and two 
bowling alleys, addition regulation gym- 
nasium floor. The Advisory Board feels that favor- 
able action will taken this request and funds 
provided begin the buildings July, 1948. 


THE NEW SONOGRAPH 


DESIGNED AND DEVELOPED 
THE AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR THE BLIND 


The smallest, lightest, most economical Talking Book Reproducer available; plays 
Talking Book and Soundscriber Records. 


Permanent needle 
pounds Low Record Wear 

High Fidelity Magnetic Pick-up Price $35.00, F.O.B., 
only—33-1/3 R.P.M. 


Order from: 


American Foundation for the Blind, Inc. 
Talking Book Department 
West 16th Street, New York 11, 


Shipments will made order receipt. 
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